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Bridge Over Mill Brook 

In Emerson and Thoreauôs Footsteps 

This trail represents an approximate walking 

route used by Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry 

David Thoreau from Emersonôs ñBushò house to 

Thoreauôs cabin on Walden Pond.  The natural 

beauty and tranquility of the forest combined with 

the cultural and historical features rooted here 

makes the Amble a unique walking experience.   

ñI study the art of solitudeò Emerson wrote, 

hearing the woods summoning him for a walk.  

Take a walk on the Emerson-Thoreau Amble to 

find your own solitude. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location and Access   

The trail begins just east of Concord Center, 

passing through Heywood Meadow to the 

ñEmerson-Thoreau Ambleò sign  behind the Gun 

House on Lexington Road.  There is free 

municipal parking a few blocks into town off 

Walden Street.   

At the mid-point of the Amble there is parking for 

more than 20 vehicles at the Town Forest, on the 

east side of Walden Street, ı mile from the 

intersection of Walden Street and Route 2.  The 

Amble is a short walk past the ñHapgood Wright 

Town Forestò sign to a fork on the yellow-blazed 

trail, either direction taking you to the Amble 

beside Fairyland Pond.    

At Walden Pond, parking is available for a 

nominal charge at the Walden Pond State 

Reservation off Route 126.  A trail across Route 

126 from the parking lot follows the edge of 

Walden Pond ı-mile to the start of the Amble 

from the Thoreau cabin site. tǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ нлмр 

9ƳŜǊǎƻƴς ¢ƘƻǊŜŀǳ !ƳōƭŜ .ƭŀȊŜ 

IŜƴǊȅ 5ŀǾƛŘ ¢ƘƻǊŜŀǳ wŀƭǇƘ ²ŀƭŘƻ 9ƳŜǊǎƻƴ 




